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3 Subject :  TUNISIA: Succession Ques t ion  Again t o  ;-he Fore 

P re s iden t  Habib Bourguiba i s  expected t o  break  h i s  long  s i l e n c e  

on p lans  f o r  t h e  succes s ion  by t h e  end of March, The p rospec t s  a r e  t h a t  

t h e  t r a n s f e r  of power, whenever i t  occurs ,  w i l l  be o r d e r l y .  S h o r t l y ,  

t h e r e a f t e r ,  however, d i v i s i o n s  w i th in  t h e  party-government appara tus  may 

break i n t o  t he  open. I n  such a con te s t ,  economic c z a r  Ahmed Ben Sa lah  i s  

l i k e l y  t o  emerge on top ,  a l though perhaps w i t h i n  a c o l l e g i a l  l e ade r sh ip .  

The pragmatic and e s s e n t i a l l y  Western o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  regime i s  l i k e l y  

t o  cont inue,  a l though no successor  can be expec t ed  t o  be a s  f i r m l y  i n  

control--and as  outspokenly pro-US--as Bourguiba. 

Bourguiba' s Health--A Ques t ion  Mark. Medica l  e x p e r t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

whi le  a recur rence  of t h e  coronary thrombosis he s u f f e r e d  i n  March 1967 i s  

probable  Bourguiba --now 65--can probably l o o k  forward to s e y e r a l  -vears .  of- a c t i v e  - --- . - --- 

l eadersh ip .  A r e c e n t  bout w i th  t h e  f luw-for which a l ead ing  French h e a r t  

s p e c i a l i s t  f l ew t o  Tunis--caused concern main ly  because i t  came on ly  a week 

a f t e r  h i s  annual month's vaca t ion  i n  Swi tzer land .  

I n d e c i s i o n  on Success ion  Procedure. Bourguiba had t h e  Nat ional  

Assembly pass  an  amendment t o  t he  succes s ion  p r o v i s i o n  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

i n  1966, bu t  he never  s igned  i t ,  appa ren t ly  f e a r i n g  i t  would reduce h i s  

maneuverability-. I n  January 1968 Bourguiba s a i d  he would announce a new 
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p l a n  f o r  d e s i g n a t i n g  a succe s so r  p r i o r  t o  t he  1969 meet ing of t h e  F a t t y ' s  

C e n t r a l  Coinr:~ittee. Tha t  neetl .ng,  twice  postooneci, i s  now schedulec: f o r  

l a t e r  t h i s  month. The inlpress ion p r e v a i l s  t h a t  aourgu iba  w i l l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

tiae nane a pririle n ~ i n i s - t e r ,  and t ? i a t  whoever ho ld s  t h a t  post- w i l l  succeed 

Laclt:l~aui S t i l l  Pririlus I n t e r  P a r e s ,  Gut.. . U n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  5G year-old  

Uahi Ladghaia, TJ?IO a c t s  a s  c h i e f  of a t a t e  d a r i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  absences ,  

was cons ide r ed ,  t he  ahnos t i n e v i t a b l e  succe s so r ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  i:leciiuill  ten^. 

Althougil a c o l o r l e s s  f i g u r e ,  long con t en t  t o  l i v e  i n  ~ o u r g u j - L a ' s  shadow, 

Lacigilm i s  i n f  l u c n t i a l ,  hard-worlcing, and a man w i t h  few enealies . I-le v~ould  

be  t h e  cand ida t e  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  emphasize s t a b i l i t y  an2 c o n t i n u i t y .  

... Ben S a 1 z k . i ~  R i s i m  F a s t .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  power ha s  s t e a d i l y  accrued --- 

t o  Ahnied s e n  Sa l ah ,  t h e  young (43) and dynamic a r c h i t e c t  of  T u n i s i a ' s  p lanned 

econozy . He heads a super-minis t r y  coinprising t h e  f onxer  in inis  t r i e s  of P l a n ,  

F inance ,  f l g r i c u l t u r e ,  I n d u s t r y ,  and Coimerce. Las t  J u l y  Bourguiba azded t h e  

"Tinis t ry  of ELucat ion a s  a mark oE s p e c i a l  conf idence .  I i h i l e  s t i l l  dependent 

upon Eourgii iha 's  s u p p o r t ,  Ben Sa l ah  ha s  p l aced  l o y a l  p ro t eges  throughout  

the  governrilent and. p a r t y  machinery.  The g r e a t e s t  ' obs tac le  i n  h i s  pat11 i s  

probzb l y  t h e  n~lrn'uez of euezlies he has  acc lm~ula ted  ari-iong c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  

bus inessnen ,  t r a d e  u n i o n i s @ ,  and smal l  f a rmers - -a l l  of whom have been h u r t  
. - 

by h i s  reforrrs . These e l e n e n t s  might  w e l l  succeed i n  p r even t i ng  l l i s  s e l e c t i o n .  

Darlc Horses. Ben Sa l ah  h a s  ou td i s t anced  o t h e r  con tenders  l i k e  f o m e r  UX -- 

Sene ra1  Assenbly P r e s i d e n t  Mongi Sl im and P ~ r e F g n . ~ i i n i s t e r  Habib Gourguiba, Jr. 

Sli!n, a l r e a d y  slowin:: clown, s u f f e r e d  a h e a r t  a t t a c k  i n  19GZ. I;ourguiba, J r . ' s  
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c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  ha s  l e f t  h i m  l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  b u i l d  a domest ic  

b a s e  of suppo r t .  30 th  I:!en however, would f i g u r e  p r o ~ i n e n t l y  i n  any regime 

based on c o l l e g i a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  

S t rugg l e fo r  Por;ler? Ben Sa l ah  would alinost c e r t a i n l y  r e s i s t  any e f f o r t  
* 

t o  deny him the  major l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  on o t h e r  t h a n  an i n t e r i m  b a s i s .  

T u n i s i a ' s  l e a d e r s  a r e  n o t  d iv ided  by any profound i d e o l o g i c a l  d i s p u t e ,  t h e i r  

corupet i t ion f o r  power, sharpened by d i f f e r e n c e d  i n  method and p e r s o n a l i t y ,  

could l e ad  t o  a s p l i t  when Bourguiba is  no longer  about  t o  a c t  as media to r .  

The new succes s ion  p l a n  may seek  t o  reduce  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  an  open 

c l a s h  by c r e a t i n g  some form of c o l l e g i a l  ru le - -poss ib ly  by sha r i ng  t h e  

powers now he ld  by t h e  Pres idency  w i th  a prime m i n i s t e r .  

S i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  t h e  US, "Uurguiba ' s  T u n i s i a  ha s  developed i t s  own - 

economic and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  borrowi~zg bo th  from Western and E a s t e r n  

nlodels. I t s  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  West, p a r t i c u l a r l y  France and t h e  US, have 

proven p r o f i t a b l e ,  and no succe s so r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  want t o  reduce  then  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  At t h e  same t i m e ,  no succe s so r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  as dorilestically 

s t r ong ,  and a s  f r a n k l y  pro-US, a s  ::ourguiba. . 
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